


RINCON HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

RYNA Partners with tWdalershed

On Grat 7o Irmprove

permeable, vegetated areas, water quality
BMPs provide the added bonus of reducing
water quantity problems—namely, flooding.
Over the next year, WMG will be offer-
ing educational presentations and a series of
public, hands-on workshops to install these
BMPs on 10 blocks in Rincon Heights. We
are collecting input from neighbors about
the best locations for these BMPs. Do you
know of places where erosion, sediment on
the street, or flooding occur in the neighbor-
hood? Would you like to install these fea-
tures in your yard or right-of-way (between
the sidewalk and the street)? To offer your
input, please contact James MacAdam — see
contact information below. Also, please join
us for these upcoming events in your neigh-
borhood (free and open to the public).

October 29 (Wednesday), 7:00-8:30 pm
Educational Presentation. Experts from the UA,
Pima County Flood Control, City of Tucson, and
Arizona’s Master Watershed Stewards program,
as well as WMG staff will present on local water
quality issues, as well as on ways homeowners
can reduce non-point source pollution on their
own properties and neighborhoods. Ha:san
School, 1333 E. 10th Street.

Visit us online at
www.RinconHeights.org
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November 9 (Sunday), 1:00-5:00 pm
BMP Installation Workshop.  Mark your
calendars! This workshop, especially for
Rincon Heights neighbors, will provide edu-
cation and hands-on experience as we in-
stall water-harvesting features in the Rincon
Heights Neighborhood. Location in Rincon
Heights, to be announced. Participants in
this workshop are asked to co-register for
the October 29 presentation, which will pro-
vide needed background information for this
hands-on event.

Please RSVP for all events to James
MacAdam, phone 396-3266 or email james@
watershedmg.org.  For more information,
visit www.watershedmg.org.
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by Laura Tabili

For the past two years, neighbors have
been working with Professor Brooks Jeffery
and his students to nominate our neighbor-
hood for the National Register of Historic
Places.

Sam Hughes, Pie Allen and other local
neighborhoods have already obtained this
designation, which offers benefits to individ-
ual homeowners as well as entire neighbor-
hoods. To qualify, 51% of a neighborhood’s
structures must retain their historic appear-
ance as viewed from the street.

You will help yourself and your neigh-
bors if you are aware of the state and federal
rules determining whether a property can
“contribute” or not.

NEIGHBORS PLANNING CHANGES
TO THE EXTERIOR OF THEIR HOUSE OR
YARD MAY WISH TO KNOW THE FOL-
LOWING:

The front of the house must be visible
from the street or sidewalk. A solid hedge,
fence or wall more than four feet in height

may disqualify your house. You may remedy
this easily by trimming a hedge down to four
feet, or by putting a grille gate or window in your
fence or wall. It may be as easy as removing
slats from a chain-link fence. For the Arizona’s
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) policy
on walls, please visit the RHNA website.

Sash windows must be replaced only with
sash windows, and casement (cranking) win-
dows must be replaced with casement windows,
preserving the historic character of the property.
Replacing your original windows with aluminum
“sliders” can disqualify your property.

Exterior additions or alterations that sub-
stantially change the appearance of the front
of your house, such as adding a second story
or an addition made of obviously incompatible
materials, can disqualify your house. Such al-
terations will not affect your status if they are not
visible from the street.

Dramatic changes to the “setting,” such as
paving over the front yard, may also compro-
mise the historic integrity of your property.

Before you build, you can consult Jonathan
Mabry at the City of Tucson’s Historic Preser-

vation Office at Jonathan.Mabry@tucsonaz.
gov. He will be happy to advise you how to
make the improvements you want without
sacrificing your house’s historic integrity.

Remember that costs associated with
preserving or restoring a house’s historic ap-
pearance can be offset by the tax break as-
sociated with historic status.

In the next few weeks, neighbors from
the Historic District team may be contacting
homeowners to discuss minor changes you
may wish to make in order to qualify for his-
toric designation.

Questions may be directed to Jonathan
Mabry at Jonathan.Mabry@tucsonaz.gov
or to Rincon Heights neighbors Gretchen
Lueck, gretchenannjane@yahoo.com and
Laura Tabili, 884-1141.

Please visit the RHNA website at www.
RinconHeights.org for the SHPO policy on
walls and links to additional online informa-
tion regarding historic distric qualification.
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We are closer than ever to seeing con-
struction begin on 9th and 10th Street Im-
provements! The design has been finalized
and the city is receiving bids from contrac-
tors.

The project will span 9th and 10th
streets from Park to Campbell. New planting
areas will be created from the existing curb.
They will be graded and rock lined to harvest
rain water for the landscaping. Construction
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of the curb planters is provided through our Pima
County grant. Once built, neighborhood and
community volunteers will landscape the curb
planters with trees, cactus, shrubs and wildflow-
ers through a Back to Basics grant, continuing
the landscaping efforts that we have begun on
our north/south streets.

Benefits of 9th and 10th Street Improve-
ments will be safer streets because of reduced
traffic speed, trees will add shade to sidewalk ar-
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eas and reduce ambient temperatures, land-
scaping will beautify the neighborhood, water
harvesting makes use of storm water and will
lessen street flooding, and native vegetation
will provide habitat for wildlife. These concen-
trated planting areas will help define Rincon
Heights as a residential neighborhood that
cares about where we live. Anyone walking
or cycling through the neighborhood will en-
joy the added vegetation and slower traffic!




